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Happy May Day all, may your drinks be
cold, the weather warm, and your
deadlines, for now, forgotten!

When I first took on the task of putting
together this year’s Baccanalia, I was
already feeling a bit intimidated. You can
probably imagine my panic when,
completely unplanned, I also found
myself stepping into the role of editor-in-
chief, realising that I now had to write an
editorial, too. How was I, a second-year
student (with this being my first year on
the Baccis team), supposed to write
something so meaningful (and public!!)
about Anglica? Talk about diving straight
into the deep end.

But then it hit me. I do call this student
organisation my family. I do know enough
about it to call it that. And this year has
been another incredible, hectic, event-
filled ride with the best family I could ask
for. Furthermore, this little Baccis is just
one more way of bringing our family
together for another brief moment.

I won’t pretend that making this year’s
Baccanalia has been all smooth sailing,
filled with sunshine and rainbows. It
hasn’t. As we all know, this time of the
year is busy, but despite the academic
stress, our amazing team has made this
possible. So no, it hasn’t been easy, but it
has, without a doubt, been one of the best
learning experiences, at least for me. And
the best part? Being able to say it’s done
and seeing you all enjoy it. And I really
hope you do, because I know just how
much heart and effort our team put into
creating something meaningful for you.

The theme for this year’s Baccanalia, the
songbook edition, came quite naturally.
This year has been all about songs mostly
thanks to the hard work our songbook
committee has done to update our
beloved red songbook. Naturally, this
issue will take you behind the scenes of
that process...

This year’s Baccanalia also features some
other exciting new content, including, for
example, a look back at Puck’s first year
and some great albums you might have
missed. We have, of course, kept the
yearly classics, like a fresher’s story and
an introduction to one of many Anglicans’
favourite events. For those of you who
might be feeling a little too done with
reading after all your academic books,
don’t worry, we’ve got puzzles,
horoscopes, and a fun personality quiz
(ever wondered which course you’d be?).

A huge thank you for being a part of this
organisation (aka family <3) and for being
a part of this year’s Baccanalia, whether
you helped create it or are now reading it.
And, of course, happy summer. You’ve
most definitely earned it.

Yours truly,     
Ronja Linnakylä
Editor-In-Chief

EDITORIAL
RONJA LINNAKYLÄ
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These years on the board have been filled
with some strange situations, like having
to go out and buy screws to fix the tables
at Q-talo or spending the better part of an
hour trying to get a fire lit in a sauna at
Aurinkolahti. Regardless of the interesting,
but fun situations I have been in, I have
had the absolute joy and privilege of
working together with so many amazing
people. 

Vappu, in my opinion, is about celebrating
the year and all you’ve accomplished
since the last one, so take a moment and
look back at everything you’ve done and
pat yourself on the back for all of it. 
So now it is finally time to don your
overalls with pride, dust off that white
student cap that has been sitting in the
cupboard for a year, grab a friend and
head on over to the riverside (with the
seagulls) to enjoy the moment. 

So raise a glass, and I hope you all have
the happiest of May Days!

With love, 
Hanna 

WORDS FROM
THE CHAIR
HANNA ARO

Ah yes, it is finally that time of the year;
The sun is out for longer than two hours,
the seagulls have found their menacing
way to the riverside, and the amount of
assignments due is never-ending. The
best part of Spring is here: May Day. 
Vappu, or May Day, is one of my favourite
times of the year for several reasons, but
one of them is definitely Anglica and the
people in this organisation. 

A couple of years back in 2023, I had the
pleasure of getting to interview one of our
founding members for that year's
Baccanalia. It was a delightful meeting, we
drank some Pommac and I listened to all
of her stories about her days as a student
and how she came to study English. I
realized that while we were so far apart in
age and generation, we had very similar
reasons for why we came here to study:
an interest in the language.
She told me everything she could
remember about her time as a student
and how they decided to create Anglica,
and I told her everything we had been
doing ever since she left.
I remember her being very surprised to
hear just how big we had grown and even
that the organisation was still alive and
well. And all the credit goes to all of you.
Its people are the reason Anglica is such a
vibrant community.

Looking back at these four years I have
been in this organisation, and the two and
a half I have been on the board, I am so
incredibly grateful for what I have been
allowed to experience during these years.
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MEET THE BOARD
JENNA HAAJA, LOTTA VIITALA & OILI VIRTA

Name    Hanna Aro

Position in Board?    Chair

Your age in academic years?    4

Which vappuherkku would you be and
why?    Munkki. Soft and sweet but can
cause a grease fire if agitated.

What's your favorite mug in Arcanum's
kitchen?    The elephant party parade mug

How many raccoons do you think you
could win in a fight if they all came at you
at once?    Depending on the weaponry
available, probably at least 4

You've been given an elephant. You can't
give it away or sell it. What would you do
with the elephant?    Well keep it
obviously! I'd name it Koistinen

What do you think of garden gnomes?
With their menacing beady little eyes?
Insanely creepy. Should be illegal.

What’s a word or phrase you often/always
mispronounce?    I mispronounce so much
that I'm surprised I'm even allowed to
talk...

Name    Kasperi "Kape" Kaukonen

Position in Board?    Vice Chair

Your age in academic years?   3 

Which vappuherkku would you be and
why?    Anglica's Jallumuuli from Vappu
2023 <3

What's your favorite mug in Arcanum's
kitchen?    King Charles mug, straight outta
London

Is there a conspiracy theory you believe
to be true?    Area 51

What's your favorite smell?    The sea <3

Who's your idol?     Kobe Bryant

What’s a word or phrase you often/always
mispronounce?    Google Forms as Google
Froms
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Name     Emmi Hatula

Position in Board?    Treasurer

Your age in academic years?    3

Which vappuherkku would you be and
why?    Munkki, a classic

What's your favorite mug in Arcanum's
kitchen?    The frog leo mug! Special
mention to the english course mugs and
matkapojat <3

How many raccoons do you think you
could win in a fight if they all came at you
at once?    Optimistically 5 lol

What do you hate?    Drivers who don't use
a blinker/an indicator...... I need to know if I
will get run over

What do you think of garden gnomes?
Nice, they remind me of the movie
Gnomeo & Juliet (unless they look creepy)

What’s a word or phrase you often/always
mispronounce?    Recently at least: view,
it’s giving wiev

Name    Eveliina Markkula

Position in Board?    Secretary

Your age in academic years?    3

Which vappuherkku would you be and
why?    Munkki because it's sweet and
messy

What's your favorite mug in Arcanum's
kitchen?    The one with the flowers

What do you hate?    Showering (but I'm
not stinky I swear)

What's your favorite smell?    My One
Direction perfume from 2014

You've been given an elephant. You can't
give it away or sell it. What would you do
with the elephant?    Keep it as a pet and
paint its nails :)

What do you think of garden gnomes?
I think they're freaky..
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Name    Anniina Peltonen

Position in Board?    Communications
Coordinator

Your age in academic years?    3rd year

Which vappuherkku would you be and
why?    Munkki 👍  they are sweet

What's your favorite mug in Arcanum's
kitchen?    I don’t drink coffee or tea so I
never use them…

What do you hate?    Tottenham

What's your favorite smell?    Tuorehiiva

You've been given an elephant. You can't
give it away or sell it. What would you do
with the elephant?    Become best friends
and casually maybe inspire an animated
movie to be made out of it

What do you think of garden gnomes?
They’re just chill guys

Name    Milla Villanen

Position in Board?    Social and
Educational Affairs

Your age in academic years?    2 :)

Which vappuherkku would you be and
why?    Sima, because I take some time to
prepare but when I'm ready, I'm bubbly
and fun!

What's your favorite mug in Arcanum's
kitchen?    Kahvinne sir

How many raccoons do you think you
could win in a fight if they all came at you
all at once?    Maybe like 10 if I channel my
inner raccoon whisperer

What do you hate?    My bag constantly
falling off my shoulder when I'm walking

What do you think of garden gnomes?
Anyone who's ever played the Sims 4 and
has the Seasons pack knows they're little
demons

What’s a word or phrase you often/always
mispronounce?    Literally
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Name    Ronja Linnakylä

Position in Board?    Projects Coordinator

Your age in academic years?    2 :)

Which vappuherkku would you be and
why?    Munkki because it's superior

What's your favorite mug in Arcanum's
kitchen?    Kahvinne mi lady <3

How many raccoons do you think you
could win in a fight if they all came at you
at once?    At least 10

What do you hate?    Idk maybe I'm not a
hater (grammar courses tbh)

What's your favorite smell?    Rain, old
books & coffee in the morning

Who's your idol?    All the people who are
genuinely happy and do the things they
want

Name     Havu Ranta

Position in Board?    Party & Culture

Your age in academic years?    4

Which vappuherkku would you be and
why?    Sima with raisins. Maybe not
everyone’s cup of tea but if you get me
you get me :)

What's your favorite mug in Arcanum's
kitchen?    Englannin jatkokurssi!!

What do you hate?    Onnibus line M8

What's your favorite smell?    The laundry
room at my grandma’s house.

What do you think of garden gnomes?
Funny little guys. Would want one in my
garden (if I had one).

What’s a word or phrase you often/always
mispronounce?    Literally…
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Name    Niklas Rouhiainen

Position in Board?    Party & Culture

Your age in academic years?    One (Two if
you count my old studies)

Which vappuherkku would you be and
why?    Sima because its my favorite and I
am my favorite person

What's your favorite mug in Arcanum's
kitchen?    I don’t have a favorite, I'll take
the biggest one available

Is there a conspiracy theory you believe
to be true?    The US moon landing didn't
happen.

You've been given an elephant. You can't
give it away or sell it. What would you do
with the elephant?    Teach it to
communicate with me and then we would
be lifelong friends

Who's your idol?    Ransu, he was there
when the Berlin wall fell

What’s a word or phrase you often/always
mispronounce?    Question, I've probably
googled the IPA for it this week

Name    Fyodor Räisänen

Position in Board?    Member

Your age in academic years?   1 years old :)

Which vappuherkku would you be and
why?    Simaaaaa, bc it's one of my favorite
drinks and also according to the
Baccanalia -23 Wappu quiz (Which wappu
are you?), that's what I am

What's your favorite mug in Arcanum's
kitchen?    King Charles III

How many raccoons do you think you
could win in a fight if they all came at you
at once?    I wouldn't fight a raccoon smh
they're sweet little guys

Is there a conspiracy theory you believe
to be true?    Bush did 9/11

Who's your idol?    Probably Pacha from
Emperor's New Groove

What’s a word or phrase you often/always
mispronounce?    People's names
unfortunately… My own included

8



Name    Jani Rautava

Position in Board?    Member

Your age in academic years?    2

Which vappuherkku would you be and
why?    Vappumunkki cus it’s just good
enough

What's your favorite mug in Arcanum's
kitchen?    Kahvinne Sir' Tweety Bird mug

What do you hate?    Loud neighbours

Is there a conspiracy theory you believe
to be true?    Monkeys and apes are
capable of human speech but they never
do it publicly to avoid having to pay
taxes/get a job

What's your favorite smell?    Burning
wood

What do you think of garden gnomes?
I have a deep respect for them

Name    Urho Kiili

Position in Board?    Vice Member

Your age in academic years?     1

Which vappuherkku would you be and
why?     Hillomunkki, because red stuff will
come out if you bite me

What's your favorite mug in Arcanum's
kitchen?     The one that's clean

How many raccoons do you think you
could win in a fight if they all came at you
at once?     With prep time, 2.

What do you hate?     Rats :(

You've been given an elephant. You can't
give it away or sell it. What would you do
with the elephant?     That's between me
and the elephant, you nasty perverts.

Who's your idol?    The teacher who once
kicked me in the nuts
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WOULD YOU RATHER?
THE BOARD ANSWERS
JENNA HAAJA, LOTTA VIITALA & OILI VIRTA

...eat creamy or crunchy peanut butter?

...your only mode of transportation be
rhino or giraffe?
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...only wear leopard print or snake print?

...be able to fly 10 seconds a week or
never have to shit or piss ever again?
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A clever writer once stated: “They say
nothing lasts forever; dreams change,
trends come and go, but friendships
never go out of style”. When I first came
across my future classmates, I was sitting
in a lecture hall that felt so huge I
wondered if I would ever see it again (Edu
1, not so intimidating anymore). I was
there to take the entrance exam that
would determine my future and never had
I ever felt so nervous. As I scribbled my
answers on the exam paper, I looked
around the room and felt a sudden burst
of inspiration and determination so strong
I almost didn’t identify it. As I was leaving
the lecture hall in my 2020 Adidas
Gazelles, I couldn’t help but wonder, was
this the beginning of a new chapter in my
life?      
            
If the past year has taught me anything, I
have learned the importance of the
people you surround yourself with. Sure,
you could say I’m stating the obvious, but
somehow this feels like the only
reasonable statement I have recently
made. In a conversation, there are two
sides that may swap in the blink of an eye:
the one who listens and the one who
speaks. I would consider myself such a
“yapper” that you can imagine my shock
when a dear friend of mine described
their first impression of me as “shy and
quiet”. This led me to think; had I been my
true self or something completely
different for the past months? 

AND JUST LIKE
THAT...
EMMA LAAKSONEN

When met by this conundrum of
impressions and descriptions, I realized
something: when meeting some of the
most important people in your life, you
may at first feel out of place, only to find
out you were supposed to be here all
along. During the first few weeks, I met a
lot of the people who would soon end up
being the reason for me to look forward to
even the dullest days. And as I walked
away from one of the very first events, the
Freshmen sitz, I realized how I am right
where I am supposed to be, and I have got
a damn good group of people right by me.
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A great old saying, “the calm after the
storm”, refers to how, after something bad
happens, the next good thing can be right
around the corner. Even though the year
has been tough it has also taught me a lot.
I have learned so many new and intriguing
things from our amazing course selection
as well as how to truly make the most of
student life. The courses were difficult
and challenging. The same writer who I
mentioned at the very beginning of this
piece also stated that "No matter who
broke your heart, or how long it takes to
heal, you’ll never go through it without
your friends.”. Whether it was the
heartbreak after the first Grammar 1 exam
or the upcoming deadline of the essay in
FicPo, we could always count on the fact
that we were not alone. We all have
encountered success by just making it this
far, so no matter the grades given or the
deadlines lost, the least we have had has
been each other’s support. 

Lastly, I want to thank everyone for the
past year. The number of talented, smart,
intellectual, funny and unique people I
met was such a blessing. We should never
forget how lucky we are to have made it
here to this day, hour, minute and second.
Nobody knows what tomorrow holds, so
appreciation for this day, and every day, is
truly vital. And just like that... the Piltti
year is over, and we can more than
honorably transfer the title along to the
freshers-to-be. 
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APPLE JUICE,
SEA SICKNESS, AND
FIFTY SHADES OF GREY
HAVU RANTA

It had quite frankly felt like forever since I last attended Anglica’s annual cruise – Not-
GOOM – two years prior, and therefore I was quite antsy to get on that boat again. As I
entered the ship terminal at Turku Harbour, I knew the next twenty-four-ish hours would
be just as amazing as usual. 

As we entered the ship, the first thing we had to do was to descend down to throw our
belongings into our cell cabin. After quickly checking who the people in the cabins closest
to us were, we headed out to check out the ship and complete the cruise bingo sheet we
had been given. With some teamwork, the sheet filled quickly – although only yours truly
reaped the benefits that came with victory. 

I hadn’t originally purchased the buffet meal, but after some convincing from fellow
cruise goers, I gave in. This, however, gave us only a small window to buy refreshments
after the tax free opened. Nevertheless, as soon as the bars over the door to tax free
started rising, we dashed inside to buy a six-pack of soda (and maybe something else too).
Then quickly to our cabin to set our things down and back up straight to the buffet to
enjoy the much hyped up fish. The MVP of the buffet, surprisingly, was definitely the
apple juice-white wine mix, of what I drank a glass, or maybe two. Or maybe three or four.
Good company, good food, what more can a person ask for?
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After dinner, the evening really got started. For a while we got to enjoy the karaoke
performances of Anglicans, while people showcased their greatest dance moves on the
floor. As the night went on, we managed to hold one cruise cabin sitz party, play at least
three rounds of cards and hang out in more than two different cabins. At the wee hours of
the night, the partiers were encouraged to move from their cabins to a bar on deck seven,
where my second sitz of the night was held. The long evening and night were starting to
wear on me, and I felt like it was time for me to return to my cabin. Although we made it to
bed at a very reasonable half past four a.m., legend tells that some of our fellow warriors
continued the night all the way to breakfast time.

The next morning came, and so did the pain and suffering that come with being on a ship
hungover. The day was windy, and that made the ship rock. As I get seasick during normal
circumstances, I felt especially great. We finally got the courage to face the outside world
and went to eat some french fries at the quick service restaurant – which seemed to be a
popular idea among our fellow Anglicans. The french fries revived our will to live, and
more fun came in the name of Fifty Shades of Grey – translated into Finnish, of course –
that one of our friends had brought with them. One or another got to try their hand at
reading it out loud, whatever page you turned to, seeming to provide new and insane
content. After a long day that felt almost never-ending, we finally approached the coast
of Turku once again. As our bags were packed, we said goodbye to Not-GOOM for another
year. Feet hitting solid ground, we headed to my dad’s car – he had come to pick us up as
tradition goes – and I had to sit in the front seat dead tired whilst he asked questions
about our trip. Good memories, counting days until we’re on that boat again.
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1. Who are you, and how did you end up at the Department of English?

I am University Lecturer Elina Valovirta, a literary scholar focusing on questions of gender,
sexuality, emotions and the environment in all kinds of Anglophone literature and culture.
I have been in this post for ten years (but away on a research leave every now and then). I
ended up here because I could only ever see myself working in academia. This is also a
great place from which to orchestrate a clandestine global revolution to replace the word
“pineapple” in English by “ananas”. I feel I am getting somewhere.

2. What courses have you held this year? Do you have a favorite among them?

I am back teaching this spring after a three-year period of full-time research, which is why
many of you have not seen me around. It’s great to be back! Perhaps my favourite is
Literature and Sustainability, an elective seminar where we think about what sustainable
development might mean in the context of literary studies and the humanities. We are this
close to solving the climate crisis – well, not really, but at least we are learning what our
contribution could be as thinkers and responsible globe-dwellers. Contemporary
Literatures in English is also a fun course to teach. Positive reinforcement works wonders
to empower students to find their voice as a writer. Our students are so good that I
actually grade sober! 

GETTING TO KNOW
ELINA VALOVIRTA
JENNA HAAJA

Photo by Eeva Meusel Photography16



3. What is your favorite thing about teaching here?
Our students are the best. Really, you are the cream of the crop and I don’t mind telling
everyone. My pedagogical philosophy is to help students learn to think and write in order
to become the person they are supposed to be. I am happy to be one small part of your
life’s journey and perhaps help you realize your potential. If you are here just for the
credits and the degree, that is good enough for me too. You’re all solid in my book.

4. Did you always want to become a teacher or did you have other dream professions?
The highest reach of my aspiration as a teenager was to speak English and read books for a
living. Because I had been to Greece once, the most logical profession I could think of was
a travel guide. Teaching was the least of my interests, because as much as I liked school
for the social aspect, I was committed to not doing any homework. As you can imagine, I
was in for a shock at university where homework is practically your new job. Luckily, I
learned my lesson quickly and started to thrive. I now enjoy the more solitary research
aspect of the job as much as I enjoy the more social aspect of teaching, particularly
engaging with young curious minds in perpetual formation of new ideas and thoughts.

5. Do you have a favorite Anglican event?
I was Anglica’s kopo person as a student and very much enjoyed TYY’s kopojaosto and all
things study politics. As a staff member, the pub quiz & karaoke night is epic. Would you
like a re-take of Lea Laven’s Ei oo ei tuu with me singing and Janne Skaffari and Mari-Liisa
Varila as background singers and go-go dancers? A come back might be in order one of
these days!

6. What do you enjoy doing in your free time?
I stealthily work to change the English language one ananas at a time. I also cater to my
two cats’ every need. It gives me great joy to feel that they tolerate me occasionally. When
I am not at their service, I am either at sea or backstage, but where, remains guesswork.
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Any final comments for the readers?

Enjoy your studies and the academic
experience, but fear not, even after

graduation there’ll be plenty of courses and
studying available thanks to life-long

learning. Remember to celebrate life amidst
all the studying. Happy Vappu to all
Anglicans and friends of Anglicans!



ALBUMS YOU
MIGHT’VE MISSED
NIKLAS ROUHIAINEN

Every year an unimaginable amount of music is released. Nobody has the time to listen to
all of it but I have tried my best to listen to albums very broadly from all kinds of genres. I
have gathered here a few underheard/underrated albums from the last few years that I
have particularly enjoyed to highlight. If you are too busy to listen to a whole album (like I
usually am), I have highlighted a few standout songs from every album.

feeble little horse – Girl with Fish (2023)

This album's shoegaze-noise pop fusion was the
first time I heard about feeble little horse, but
they have been blasting on my headphones ever
since. The apathetic vocals contrasted with all
the twinkles and buzzing of the instrumentals
create an interesting sound that is hard to find
anywhere else. The perfect example of that is
the song “Slide” about halfway through the
album. I once told a friend this album sounds
like a sunny but freezing cold winter day.Top 3: Paces, Slide, Healing

Caroline Loveglow – Strawberry (2022)

The dream pop songs by Caroline Loveglow will
have you longing for love. Most of the songs are
about love. Whether it be the love that got away
or the one you are just falling in. The sound is
reminiscent of the band Beach House but
Loveglow manages to put a pop twist on it to
make it sound like her own thing. Songs like
“Patience Etc.” and “Foxy” will surely make you
shake your ass while you yearn for love.

Top 3: Patience Etc., Foxy, Blue Arcade
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Evian Christ – Revanchist (2023)
This album is a perfect showcase of where
electronic music is heading. The genres range
from trance to techno to breakbeat. Even with
all the different genres, the album manages to
keep things coherent. The euphoric trance
build-ups give the album a human-like feel even
though it obviously sounds really futuristic. This
album could be playing during the rave scene in
The Matrix Reloaded, and I love it for that, but
not everyone will.Top 3: Nobody else, Silence, Xkyrgios

English Teacher – This Could Be Texas (2024)
Obviously, I had to include this one based on the
band's name alone. The spoken vocals combined
with the more traditional singing create some
interesting songs. If you are familiar with Black
Country, New Road’s music, you’ll surely love
this one as well. While they are tackling some
heavy issues here, English Teacher manages to
keep things goofy. Chaotic indie rock with the
occasional moment to breathe, what more could
you want? Top 3: The World’s Biggest Paving Slab,

Nearly Daffodils, Albert Road

Jawnino – 40 (2024)
While this is technically a mixtape and not a fully
fledged album, I still wanted to include it. UK rap
has been dominated by the same few artists for
a decade now, and you can hear it in their music.
Jawnino brings some fresh new sounds to the
genre. The instrumentals take inspiration from
plenty of genres, and the ones that complement
Jawnino’s smooth voice do work the best here.

Top 3: It’s Cold Out, Lost My Brain,
Wind

Oklou – Choke Enough (2025)
This might just be my favorite album of 2025 so
far. It has been a joy to see Oklou grow as an
artist for the past five years. While she has
always had her unique sound, I think she has
finally perfected it. The vocals are more daring,
and the production is even more ethereal than
before. The album grows from the first few
nearly drumless songs into a throwback to the
trance-inspired pop of the early 2000s. The
album closer “blade bird” is alternative pop
perfection.

Top 3: family and friends, harvest
sky, blade bird
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How did you adapt to a foreign country with a foreign language? 

“My Korean level was fairly elementary when I arrived and this made some things harder
in my day-to-day life since many people in Korea don’t speak English. Even then, I found
that most things could be solved one way or another, even without a shared language! I
found myself adapting to Korean culture fairly easily, but I did feel a little homesick the

entire time I was there.” – Havu

“South Korea as a culture was already quite familiar to me, and I had studied Korean
before, so I found it fairly easy to adapt to the new environment. However, I was really

lucky with a lot of things, for example with receiving a spot at the dorm and being
surrounded by a closely-knit exchange student community that made adapting much
smoother. I do recommend learning at least a little bit of the language of the country

you're going to, it makes adapting so much easier!” – Elina

What did you study on exchange and how was it?

“I studied mainly English in South Korea too. Some of my friends who had different majors
couldn’t study their subject in Korea, but English was available since the courses are – you

know – in English. The courses had a similar level of difficulty as the ones here, but
involved a lot more homework. Attendance was also mandatory to a much higher degree
than in Finland – more than two absences during the entire semester would result in an

automatic fail. I still found the courses pretty manageable, and ended up getting 4s and 5s
in all of them!” – Havu

“My university allowed exchange students to only take a few courses, so I had only four
courses for the spring semester. I took courses mostly related to my Korean language

studies and East Asian studies, and I found them all very manageable. Depending on your
goals and interests, you can maneuver with the courses and choose easier or more

difficult ones! (You didn’t hear this from me ok but I recommend going on exchange for
the experience, not for the studies)” – Elina

SEOUL SEARCHING:
TWO UNFORGETTABLE
EXCHANGE EXPERIENCES
HAVU RANTA & ELINA JÜRILOO

Where were you on exchange?

University of Seoul, Seoul,
South Korea, Autumn 2023

– Havu

Sogang university, Seoul,
South Korea, Spring 2024 babyy

– Elina
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What was your living situation like whilst on exchange?

“I didn’t get a spot in my university’s dorm, so I had to find accommodation elsewhere. I
decided to live in a small apartment that I found through Airbnb. Rent was costlier when

renting through Airbnb (as opposed to renting the traditional way), but there was no move
in fees so I found it to be a good option. I kept my apartment in Finland during the

exchange as well, but had a subtenant and therefore didn’t have to pay rent back home.”
– Havu

“I received a spot at my university’s dormitory, and for me it was a great choice. The dorm
room was very small and shared with another student. I heard horror stories of some
people’s roommates, but I was super lucky to get a Greek roommate who ultimately

became one of my best friends! So, the dorm was very hit-or-miss but if you’re the kind of
person who can in general handle a bit of discomfort, the dorm is a cost-efficient and

practical option.” – Elina

How did you find the bar / club culture in Korea?

“There were all kinds of bars and loads of them at that. Really something for everyone,
and some of them had very interesting concepts and decor! The bars were a great place
to hang out with friends, especially since most of us exchange students didn’t have a lot

of space in our accommodation. Clubbing in Korea was also fun and quite different than in
Finland, but if you present as female, you have to be really careful in clubs.” – Havu

“What can I say, it’s great and hectic at the same time. Sometimes the clubs are so packed
that you can’t move at all, but hey, the vibes are often immaculate and usually you don’t
have to pay to enter. Someone told me on my very first day in Seoul to “never pay for the

entrance NOR drinks at a club” and that was honestly one of the best pieces of advice I
received.” – Elina
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What is something you miss about South Korea?

“Photobooths!! I loved taking photos with my friends every time we hung out, they were
truly everywhere in Korea! Sometimes there are still days where I would kill for a cheeky

photobooth photo to put on my fridge.” – Havu

“There is a lot to miss but I would have to say I miss the karaoke rooms and the
convenience store culture. You could eat every single meal at the convenience store, grab

affordable drinks from there and head straight to the 노래방 (noraebang). God I love me
some karaoke…” – Elina

What would you say to someone considering going on exchange in general?

“Do it! My semester abroad was honestly one of the best experiences in my life and I
would definitely recommend it for everyone! Going to Korea helped me grow as a person
and helped me to become more independent. Although – it was also really hard at times

and I missed home a lot.” – Havu

“I wholeheartedly concur with Havu on this one, going on exchange changed my life for
good, for the better. On exchange you get to leave your comfort zone, make new friends

and learn new languages. Even if you don’t get accepted to your number one destination,
if only you have the resources to go, living in another country for 6 months or a year will

do you good, I promise.” – Elina

Top 5 favorite things about your exchange?

Havu: 

1. All the friends that I made and
people I got to meet!

2. Our weekend trip to Busan
3. Climbing Bukhansan mountain
4. All the different cafes I went to

5. Getting to experience
university life in a different

country :)

Elina:

1. Friends, hands down.
2. KIMBAP (kind of like a sushi roll)

3. Pulling constant all-nighters
by yapping about the meaning

of life (my cognition is in
shambles)

4. The subway system (I💗public
transportation)

5. Learning about a different
culture & language
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THE BIRTH OF PUCK
EMMI HATULA

Now that it has been a year since Puck
came into our lives, it is time to tell the
tale of the birth of Puck.

Pucks forefather was a similar-looking
posankka-esque little bottle-carrier, made
to be a gift for the 2023 NMES hosts in
Oulu, also crafted by yours truly. From
that, I began to think how we could more
include this Turku icon into our
shenanigans. The next winter, as we began
to plan the 66th anniversary party, I had
an idea for a mascot and suggested we
buy yarn, and I would try to crochet a
little pal for Anglica. Then I used the age-
old technique of f- around and find out,
combined with the academic
procrastination power, and started to
craft our beloved Puck. I went through a
few versions, which ultimately did not feel
right, and kept redoing them. Aligning with
the classic student-style time
management, Puck emerged in its final
form on the early morning hours of
Anglica’s 66th anniversary party, held
19.3.2024. The at-the-time nameless Puck
was then first presented to the
anniversary attendees and thus Anglica
now had its own mascot. 

Later on Instagram, we put out a
suggestion box where names could be
suggested and had a poll to decide which
one would be chosen. Early suggestion I
had was the classic Posankka style
pig+duck combination ‘puck’, which later
stuck and was voted to stay. Those with a
keen eye (such as our lovely staff), might
have picked up that Puck is also a
character’s name in Shakespeare’s A
Midsummer Night’s Dream, a very fitting
name for the mascot of a student
organisation of English students.

Later in the spring, as we were cleaning
out Anglica’s storage closet, we
discovered some old and ripped overalls.
From those, came the idea to possibly
turn them into a small overall-styled
backpack for Puck. The older overall
design conveniently had a smaller logo in
the back, perfect for the planned
backpackpouchoveralls. Classically, they
were also finished just in time, as the
finishing touches were made the night
before vappu. During the preparations of
the 2024 vappu punch I quickly crocheted
an ylioppilaslakki for Puck to wear to the
festivities. We couldn’t have Puck without
a hat during vappu now, could we?

Since then, we have tried our best to make
sure Puck is included in our events and on
theme at the festivities. Hopefully this
tradition will live on, and Anglica shall
have a long-lasting mascot to accompany
whatever may come <3.



THE ONE WHERE WE
MADE A SONGBOOK
KASPERI KAUKONEN

The new song book is here! Sort of. 

As I’m writing this article, the book is still as close to being completed as my bachelor's
thesis. In its current form, the new song book is an unfinished PDF-file on my laptop. Only
20 songs have been edited with another hundred waiting to be typed into Adobe Acrobat
and only 9 days remain until the finished product is meant to be presented to the rest of
the board. Most of my time during the past few weeks has been battling with the editing
software making my laptop run EXTREMELY SLOW due to the 180+ page file I am
constantly making changes to and at times I felt like the software was actively fighting
against me.

(Edit: The opening is too good to change, but during my final edits of the article I have to
add that the book is now complete and in production!)

Aside from all the aforementioned technical issues, this has been one of the most fun
projects I’ve been involved in in my entire life. Seeing the passion of everyone in the
committee being poured into about 180 pages of songs fills me with joy and pride.
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The initial thoughts about making edits to
our song book came the morning after our
victory in NMES 2024. We were all sitting
in bar Semafor in Tampere waiting for our
train back to civilization (aggressively
hungover might I add). People had taken
photos of songs they thought were good
from the laululäsy that was used in the
NMES sitz the previous night. We started
talking about how cool some of these
songs would be in our song book and/or
rewriting some lyrics just to pass the time.
And thus an idea arose.

We needed to make a new song book.

This was an exciting realization but one
that would come to life nearly 8 months
later, after the new board had been
chosen. During this “waiting period” much
of the discussion related to sitz parties
somehow always gravitated towards
potential new songs or our giddyness
about the upcoming project. Fortunately
time has a tendency to move forward and
in what felt like a blink of an eye, we were
in January of 2025. It was finally time to
make a new song book.

And like any good superhero crossover,
we needed a team. A squad of like-minded
musically-inclined Anglicans to tackle this
mountain.

And at this point I can say that our song
book committee came through. In a big
way. 

The first meeting of the Song Book
committee was held on the 5th of
February at 5PM. Our initial task was to
figure out which songs we wanted to keep
and which we felt were vestiges of bygone
eras. Arguments for and against songs
were presented, and after a month-long
removal process, we decided that 31
songs would be deleted from our song
book. May they live forever in the third
edition. The committee also decided to
reword some outdated lyrics and
shortened a few songs!

Well, now that we’d deleted a bunch of
songs, what then? Well, here came, in my
opinion at least, the most fun part of the
process: adding new songs to take their
place! People started filling the Google
Docs -file labeled “Suggestions for new
songs” with their marvelous ideas. Some
were complete originals, with well known
tunes being reworded by our committee
members and some being stolen… erm.. I
mean borrowed from other organisations’
song books. In the end, before we chose
our new arrivals, the Docs-file had fifty-
nine pages of suggestions.

Let me say that again:
FIFTY-NINE PAGES OF SUGGESTIONS.

I was beyond proud of the work the
committee had done. All the suggestions
were top notch and we honestly had a
hard time choosing which ones to add and
which ones to leave on the sidelines. In
the end, our “Kokousmuistiinpanot” -file
had the names of 36 new songs that
would be added to the fourth edition of
our song book. This was a slightly larger
number than the number of songs being
left out, but some of the suggested songs
were just too good not to be included in
the book.

After all the songs were chosen, wordings
were checked, placements set, it was time
to do the layout.

Yay… (can you sense the sarcasm?)

This was by far personally the most time
consuming and tedious part of the whole
creation of the song book. Not only am I
infamous for my horrible and often
laughter inducing spelling errors, I also
had to battle against the piece of sh#t
editing software. I used way too many
hours perfecting the layout, even editing
it during our trip to Jyväskylä for NMES
2025, both on the train ride over and
during the NMES lectures on the morning
of day 2 (while being viscously hungover).
But alas, the layout was finished on the
8th of April. 25



The committee still had the job of looking over any mistakes or mispellings (which there
were a lot of lol) and handed their notes to me to make the final touches. In total we spent
close to ten hours just looking over every single page, sentence for sentence, word for
word, letter for letter to find all errors. For this part of the process, I tip my hat to
everyone who participated in the, literal, pilkunviilaus.

So, finally, after two and a half months of work, ideas, shitty software, long nights and
meetings, the book was done. And as Hanna banged her gavel on a table of Arcanum’s
seminar room A267 during a board meeting on the 8th of April to signify that the board
had accepted the final draft of the song book, I broke down in tears. In that moment all
the pent up stress found its way out. I felt tiredness, joy, confusion, emptiness but most of
all, pride. Pride in the work that the committee had done. Pride towards every member
who suggested a song, made a comment about my mispellings, attended a meeting or
stayed up until four AM just proofreading a draft of the book.

With this in mind, I would personally like to extend the largest thank you to everyone on
our wonderful song book committee. Without them, the new song book would not have
been possible to make. Thank you, thank you, thank you.

To end, by the time you’re reading this article, you might already have the fourth edition
of the song book. I sincerely hope that you enjoy it. This book is for you all to cherish and
enjoy. We chose all new songs carefully with our beloved sitz culture in mind. We added
some fun illustrations, renamed some sections and, overall, made it look like the Anglica
of today.

So hold the book close, scribble heartfelt messages (or gibberish) into your friends’ books,
check out the new songs and sing your heart out. 

Sincerely,
Kasperi Kaukonen
Chair of the Song Book Committee
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5 BOOKS TO READ
THIS SUMMER
ALIINA NUMMILA

Whatever the weather may look like, summer is approaching fast. It does not matter
whether you will spend it at work, in an internship, or maybe even in another country.
Here you can find five books from different genres to read and relax with during this well-
deserved, tiny break from your studies. 

Classic 

The Summer Book by Tove Jansson
    
This collection of short stories is filled with
different moments of Sophia’s summer with
her grandmother. The stories take place in
their family’s summer cottage in the Finnish
archipelago. Besides showing a sweet
relationship between a child and their
grandparent, the book also displays the
beauty of nature and life.

Where to read: Under a blanket on a rainy day 

Romance 

Every Summer After by Carley Fortune

Percy and Sam spent every summer together
for years, but now they have not met in ten
years. After some sad news, Percy has to
return to the town where she and Sam used
to spend their summers, and they must face
the mistakes of the past. The story goes
between the summers of the past and the
present and little by little reveals why Percy
and Sam have not met or talked in years.

Where to read: By the water
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Mystery

The Maid by Nita Prose

Molly is a hotel cleaner who is extremely
dedicated to her work and routines. She is
socially awkward and often misunderstood
because of it. One day at work, she discovers
the body of a famous hotel guest. Because of
her peculiar behaviour, Molly becomes one of
the main suspects. She must clear her name
and prove she had nothing to do with the
murder. 

Where to read: Outdoors while lying in the
sun

Fantasy 

The Song of Achilles by Madeline Miller

The book retells the debated love story
between Patroclus and Achilles. Prince
Patroclus is exiled to Achilles’ father’s court,
where he becomes friends with Achilles.
Together, they experience life on the court,
Chiron’s training and the Trojan War. This
story is a romantic tragedy for everyone who
loves the myths of ancient Greece.

Where to read: In a summer cottage

Sci-Fi

Project Hail Mary by Andy Weir

The Earth is on its way to destruction, and
Ryland is the only hope for survival. He wakes
up alone in a spaceship without memory.
Gradually, his memories return, and he
realises that the fate of the Earth is on his
shoulders. Ryland becomes friends with an
alien, who is also trying to save his planet
from the same problem. They start to work
together and develop a heartwarming
friendship along the way.

Where to read: While travelling by train, car,
or plane
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Note:

The author will not
take notes.

RATING WHATSAPP
STICKERS
HANNA ARO

Stickers. You either hate them or love them, but if you hate them you are in the wrong
because they are hilarious and can really spice up a conversation. So I decided to gather
up a collection of some of my favourite stickers and decided to rate them!

Tulos (Coming)
I love cats
Excellent but for only one
specific use
I only use this to let people
know I’m on my way
6.8 / 10

Little bug
So real
He’s just a little guy
Multiple uses but not as
versatile
8.0 / 10

Mr. Blobby
Fantastic 
Made me laugh so hard
when i first found this
one
The empty gaze and
smile really sum up the
vibes
8.7/10

Trying my best
The daily vibe
He’s just trying his
hardest
This one might just sum
up my entire existence 
9.5/10

Maistiainen
I love this one. 
I love birds, I love birds
with hands, I love bird
puns
No notes
10 / 10
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wi wi wi
tere tulemast
mikä homma
Hellurei 
hellät tunteet
Tulispa hellettäja
heila,, plis
mulle myös
joo tänne kans

Aurinkolahdesta
On kiva kävellä
Kalja kädessä
Kivistä tietä
Kohti kauppaa
Joka sattuukin olemaan tämän
ruhtinaskunnan
alkoholimonopoli
valtio ota rahani
ja pitää huolen omistaan ?!
vähän poliittista ;)

Kävelyreissu alkoon aamusta?
Aamulenkki
darralenkki?
Lenkit on perseestä
En jaksa juosta
rahan perässä juoksen
ja wabun
Kuka keksi lenkkeilyn?
(rakkauden)
kaijakoo sent you a friend
request
salee valtio
Kasarmialueellakin aina vaan
kaikki juoksemassa. it is crazy
kurkkusalaatti onki pikaruokaa
M05

mitä mieltä wabusta
instituutiona?
*juo huikan*
* hörps * ryyst*
slurpsista
Todistin tämän livenä
lowkey aika korruptoitunu
nykyään…
Ikoni
muta ei lobu?
vähän vanhanaikainen 
knun mnä olim, nuori ei ollu t 
alko holi, oli vam munki,,,

Onko wappu ikuinen sit vai?
Joo? Mut joka vuosi on kans
vappu,.
Eli aina on vappu.
Mut jos joka vuosi on vappu
Niin joskus se loppuu
Vai onko elämä yhtä vappua
ninnhän ne laulelloo
Sima kauppoihin talvella perkele
Ja mämmi kans
Mut itetehty sima on parempaa

and now for the english audiences
por favor
una cerveza por favor
señorita por favor!
Oh no
no
no!
it’s not english but you
understand
Do we have to do this in every
language we speak?
only in languages you don’t speak
language of love most preferably
siansa
sutsi satsi satsaa
sus ti sas ti

HELLOU!
DUU JUU HÄV TAIM
TU TOOK ÖBAUT
THI MIRAKEL
OF ELISA SAUNALAHTI PRAISIIS?
kuka pelkää telian miestä
 Minä koska mul DNA
telia I DID NOT ORDER THIS
MODEEMI 
but I ordered wabu
Kaipaan Saunalahtea. Se oli
symppis
Mun liittymä on vielki Saunalahti
How?.
Jotkut vaan osaa

Missä Vasalandia
ja Puuhamaa
perkele
Et ikinä usko, mut vasalandia on
Vaasassa
vaasa is made up.
Oho mitä vittua
ainoa conspiracy theory jonka
uskon

en deittaile vaasan
yliopistolaisia
Niillä on KAIKILLA punaiset
haalarit
vähänkö noloa

okei mut mikä on oranssi ja asuu
metsässä mut ei oo kettu?
Sinä?
minä jos en koht lopeta tän
porkkanan syöntiä ja mun
vuokra nousee
nyt se porgandi pois suusta
trump metsäs
Onks se haravoimassa niitä?
Vemmel Väiskisääri
looney tunes
Porkkanat oli tässä just alessa.
Kantsii käydä hakee lisää
JESSSSS
naminami
hampaita se vahvistaa
Ja näköä
se on propagandaa se
Jag vet

arvatkaa mikä muu vahvistaa?
En tiedä uskallanko arvata
do tell
no.
Tulee vaan viina mieleen, mut en
haluu et kuulostaa siltä et jes
ryyppäämään vaan
yes you have to do in secret
ryyppääminen, that is
OMG olinko oikeessa?!?!
nah
the real answer is the friends we
made along the way
How sweet <3

saab 96 oli eka auto suomessa
johon tuli takapenkille turvavyö
otapa se sun sydämees
mut mikä on uusin saab?
don’t ask questions mom’s tired
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Circle your answers

and tally them up to

find out which

English course you

are!

QUIZ: WHICH COURSE
ARE YOU
HANNA ARO

Q1. Where do you prefer to study?
A. Home
B. Kaffila
C. Library

Q3. Choose your Mario Kart character:
A. Mario 
B. King Boo
C. Koopa Troopa

Q5. Choose a book genre:
A. Horror
B. Fantasy
C. Non-fiction

Q7. Pick a school subject:
A. Math
B. History
C. Biology

Q9. What’s your favourite colour?
A. Blue
B. Red
C. Orange

Q11. Which of these are you most afraid of?
A. Big human-made structures submerged
in water
B. Darkness
C. Outer space

Q13. Choose a summery vibe:
A. Seaside with the waves rushing up the
sand
B. Summer marketplaces with their endless
strawberry sellers
C. Clear skies and warm weather

Q2. Choose your midnight snack:
A. Milk
B. Cookies
C. Blueberries

Q4. Your choice of adhesion?
A. Paperclip
B. Staple
C. Tape

Q6. What makes you happy?
A. Success
B. Music
C. Solving puzzles

Q8. Favourite time of the day?
A. Afternoons
B. Late night
C. Dawn

Q10. Choose a fruit:
A. Apple
B. Kiwi
C. Watermelon

Q12. How would your friends describe
you?
A. Analytical and sensible
B. Argumentative and creative
C. Understanding and complex

ANSWERS ON THE 

NEXT PAGE!
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MOST A:  Grammar 1
Ever the reliable one, Grammar matches with your energy. Reserved and sensible, you
help your friends through a tough time by giving them space and then giving them advice
in any situation. Everyone needs a voice of reason in their lives, and structure is
something you know best.
This May Day you should listen to your own advice too, and be more lenient towards
yourself.

MOST B: Fiction & Poetry
Creative, complex and talkative, Fiction & Poetry is about perspective. You see the world
through many different lenses, but you are willing to debate about it. As a friend, you
stand by your loved ones and you are always willing to listen. 
This May Day you should take time and open up to the people around you, they might
understand you better than you think. 

MOST C: Basics of Translation
Like language, never a straightforward answer and always dependent on the context, you
take care in noticing all the sides of a story. Translation is all about understanding, and as
the reliable, understanding friend, you are always there for your friends, helping them to
find a new way to look at life. 
This May Day I hope you will find the time to understand yourself more too. 

The author of this article may have gone with these options based on vibes only. The
author does not accept feedback on this quiz.

WHICH COURSE ARE YOU: RESULTS
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MAY DAY
HOROSCOPES
ELINA JÜRILOO

Aries: This May Day you should consider
cutting back with the giggle juice, haven't
you been drinking enough this year?
Needless to say, ethanol is not a
favourable liquid to you this May Day.
However, liquid dairy products are
favourable for you and will bring you
great strength when consumed with due
respect. Stay away from people with
mustaches. 

Taurus: The May Day plague will take you
as its first victim. Your aura is weak and
the plague can sense it, the spring is not
your season. The plague, however, may
be appeased with a sacrifice; what in
your life are you willing to give up?

Gemini: Your connection to the people
around is stronger than ever. The spring
sun competes with your radiance, and
your outfits convey a respectable and
charismatic depiction of you. This May
Day you will garner positive attention
from your peers. 

Cancer: Big decisions await you. Be it a
choice between sima and beer or work
and play, your heart knows best what you
need. Decisions are hard for you, even
the small ones, like choosing your Mario
Kart character. Trust yourself. Don't drink
coffee after 6 PM.

Leo: Your hard work will finally pay off. It
is finally your time to relax, take a break
from the self-reflecting and let the warm
waves of May Day float you to a better
tomorrow. Your enemies will wake up in
the morning and remember that they
forgot to buy more oat milk for their
coffee. Take your vitamins.

Virgo: This May Day you can expect a big
surprise. The surprise has to do with
something that you have completely
forgotten about, so no use in trying to
guess what the surprise is, it'll come to
you when the time is right. You must
trust others.

Libra: You have been having concerns
lately. Do not torture yourself with things
you cannot control, make wise decisions.
This May Day take care of yourself, it will
serve you and the people around you.
Yellow foods are favourable for you.

Scorpio: Aren't you a little jokester!
Someone has to be the funniest Anglican
at the May Day picnic and this year it will
undeniably be you. Your cognition is
unparalleled this May Day, even the May
Day Crossword is no match for your
razor-sharp intellect.

Continues -->
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Sagittarius: This May Day you are
bewitched by creative spirits; new music,
art and culture intrigues you more than
before. You find yourself enjoying the
little things in life, as you should. You find
that a shift in perspective goes a long
way. Stay away from sharp angles, round
shapes are favourable for you. 

Capricorn: This May Day your sense of
justice is strong. You are alert and ready
to defend your rights no matter the cost.
You are like a granny after the check-out
at Prisma going through their receipt,
nothing gets past your laser-like vision.
Use your power for good, help a friend,
defend a family member. Secure your
spot at the May Day picnic beforehand.

Aquarius: Your inner child needs healing.
Return to a past favorite, a comfort food,
a TV show or a song from your childhood.
Look to your past, it will guide you in
your future. Forgive and cherish your
past self, you have always done your
best. This May Day the frosting of your
piispanmunkki will not get stuck to the
window of the paistopussi.

Pisces: A veil of romance falls on your
May Day. Be it an old fondness or new,
you will find yourself the center of
romantic attention. Your charm is
evident, and this May Day you will find
yourself being cherished like the warm
rays of the early sun of spring. Don’t
drink out of a stranger's bottle.

YOUR MAY DAY ELEMENT:

Aries: A frosty can of Coop Lager
beer, affordable yet respectable.

A valuable constant in this
turbulent world.

Taurus: A cheap ring that has
begun to change colors after
vigorous hand-washing. To be

loved is to be changed.

Gemini: A lip balm shared with
friends. Well-loved and (possibly)

full of germs.

Cancer: A fuzzy beanie. Practical
and cute!

Leo: The last minttu shot before
pilkku. The best or worst idea

ever.

Virgo: A Sale delivery robot
waiting for the lights to change.

Polite and brave.

Libra: A refreshing piece of gum
after not brushing your teeth.

Deceiving but delicious.

Scorpio: An overall patch holding
on to its dear life on your overalls.

Persistent but tired.

Sagittarius: A cup of sima after a
long day. Delightful. No notes.

Capricorn: A punnitustarra from a
supermarket stuck on your coat.
Misunderstood and undervalued.

Aquarius: A frozen pizza in your
freezer. An icon and a lifesaver.

Pisces: Aurajoki. Always beautiful
and bringing folks together.



35

THE GREAT MAY DAY
CROSSWORD PUZZLE
PINJA MIETTINEN

WARNING!

ANSWERS VISIBLE ON THE NEXT PAGE
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS
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